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Oakland, CA 94612-3717
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Date: August 4, 2000

Tor: Judith lide cfo Axpen Envir. Group From: Haiyan Zhang
Depdgriment: Department; Transportation Planning ‘B’
Phume: Phowe: 310-622-164]

Fax: 408-251-8858 Pages to Follow; 3

Re:  PG&E Northeast San Jose Transmission Reirforcement Project

| X [Our Review & Comments] [ [PleaseCallto Confin | [ [For your information | | [For your Files |
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Ms. Judith [kle

¢/ Aspen Environmental Ciroup
235 Montgomery Strect, Suite 800
San Francisco, CA 04104

Diear Me. Tkle;

Draft Environmental Tmpact Report (DEIR) for the PG&E Northeast San Jose
Transmission Reinforcement Project

Thank you for including the California Departrment of Transportation (Caltrans) in the
environmental review process for the Froposed pruject. We have examined the ahove-relerenced
dovument and have the followi ng comments:

Page B-53,B.6.1.1-1-880-A Alternaiive
The DEIR states that the Interstate B80 —A (I-880-A) Alternative “would cross the westerly edge
of an I-880 inapection and weiph station about one mile southeast of the Auto Mail Parkway
interchange.” Please provide more information on the nature of this encroachment. Will = pole
be locuted within Caltrans® Right of Way (ROW)? Also provide vertical ciearance infurmation
from the weigh station 1o the transmission lines at this Incation,

Pages B-53 to 56, B6.1.2-1-880-B Alternative

Caltrans” Division of Design East, in parinership with the Alameda County Transportation
Authority (ACTA) and the City of Fremont, is currenily devclopin g plany o reconstruct the Stute
Route (SR) 262 (Mission Boulevard)Warren Avenue/T-880 Tnierchange and widen T-B80 fraum
south of Cushing Parkway to north of Dixop Landing Road. Environmental clearance i
expected this vear with construction slated to start in late 2002, It appears that the 1-880-B
Altzrnative is not compatibie with the imerchange project at the [ollowing locations:

# Paragraph 1. “Between Cushing Parkway and West Warren Avenue the Linc wold be
primarily in parking lots behind buildings on Landing Drive.” Tt appeirs on the thap thar
the Tines un along the west side of Landing Drive, The interchange project will require
Landing Drive 1o be shified to the west at its solithern end, This shift may conllict with
proposed PGE&E pale locations.

# Paragraph 1. “Afier crassing West Warren Avenue, the line would he located in parking
lots behind buildings on Lakeview Drive, as closc as possible to the frecway”™ The
interchange project will provide a high [reeway-to-freeway conmector structure from
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westhound SR 262 to southbound I-830 which will be in conflict with the PG&E
transmisgion lines as they arc shown on Figue B.6-3.

# Paragraph 1. “South of Gateway Boulevard, Lakeview Drive runs immediately west of
the freeway; in this segment, the transmission line woild be located in the landscaped
area just weslt of the stroet™  The interchange project may require the relocation of
utderground utilities into Lakeview Drive and the landscaped area just to the west of
Lakeview Drive. These relocations may be in conflict with the PG&E transmission tower
foundations.,

# Paragraph 3. “However, becausc development in (he Caltrans right-of-way is
disconrsged, the right-of-way would probably have {0 be acquired from adjoining privale
property owners. The line would aiso cross the Garden of Noah Cemetery (a amall pet
cemelery} south of West Watren Avenve and adjacent to the I-880." Also, Paragraph 4.
“...implementation of this alternative may require obtaining an easemont from Caltrans if
chicroachment onto the [-880 right-of-way is required. In addition, easement from the
Alameda County Public Works Department would be required for encroachments onto
existing flood control chanmels.” Caltrans will he acquiting right-of-way in the area of
West Warren/[-880 in order to construct a new Warren Avenue interchange at 1-830 as a
part of the above mentioned project. This includes the Garden of Nouh Cemetery, which
will be relocated, and right-of-way from the City of Fremont on the notth side of West
Warren.  Additionally, nght-of-way will be acquired from the Alamod County Flood
Control District to accaommodsts the new westhound SR 262 0 southbound 1-880
connector. The interchange project will also be acquiring rights o relocate underground
utilities into Lakeview Drive and the adjacent landscaped area ay previously mentioned.
Again, these projects appear to be in contlict,

Page (.11-24: C.17.3.3 — 1.880-B Alternative
The document states that the above conflicts may be avoidahle with the implementation of
mitigation measure T-10, A plan of the interchan £e praject is attached.

In addition Lo the aforementioned interchange project, CaMrans has plans o widen 1-880 from 4
to 6 lanes from North First Strect 1o Montague Expressway. Construction i cxpected to srart in
July 2001, Alse, Caltrans has plans to widen 1-880 from 6 to § lapes [ rom Montague
Expressway to SR 237. Santa Clara County has a proposal to widen Montague Expressway and
the existing interchange at 1-880 from full cloverleaf t partia) cloverleaf,

We are availuble 10 discuss resolutions 1o the above conflicts, In addition, please notc that any
work or traffic contrnl proposed within the State right-of-way (ROW) will need an encroachment
permit. To apply for an encroachment permit, the applicant will need to submil u complsted
application form, final environmental documentation, gnd Ave (5) scts of plans {in metric units}
which also show State ROW, to the following address:
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G. 1. Battaghni, Distrct Office Chicl
Office of Permite
Caltrans, District 4
P. O, Box 23660
Ouakland, CA 94623-066(0)

should you require further information or have any questions regarding this letter, please call
Haiyan Zhang of my staff at (510) 622-1641.

Sincercly,

HARERY Y. YAHATA
Drsirict Director

By ﬁﬂi@\m C’K%&\J’\Lﬂ
JEANC. R. FINNEY

Districl Branch Chief

IGRACEQA

Attachment

c: State Clearinghouse



